PALLADIUM.

micians, contains eight parts of mercury and one of sil- ichaP-1
ver. It is of a white colour, and is always of a soft
consistence. Its specific gravity is greater than the
mean of the two metals. Gellert has even remarked,
that when thrown into pure mercury, it sinks to the
bottom of that liquid *. When heated sufficiently, the
mercury is volatilized, and the silver remains behind
pure. This amalgam is sometimes employed, like that
of gold, to cover the surfaces of the inferior metals with
& thin coat of silver.

SECT. V.

OF  PALLADIUM.

JL HIS metallic body, recently discovered by Dr Wol-
laston in crude platina, has given birth to a very ex-
traordinary controversy, which is not yet settled.

In the month of April 1803, a printed paper was par- History,
tially circulated in London, announcing, that a new me-
tal called palladium, or new silver, was sold at Mr
Forster's, Gerrard-street. Several of the properties of
he metal were stated ; but the name of the discoverer,
and every thing which could lead to the knowledge
of the substance from which it was obtained, were
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